
Dear students,

As you read in our email, there are significant changes coming to the SBC certificate program. This document
contains information about the timing of these changes, the options available to you, and the next steps you
should take as a new or current student in our program. After you review this information, please complete the
questionnaire linked in this document by September 30th so that our team can better assist you and your
counseling training goals.

If you are in a separate cohort with a partnership, please note that your administrator will follow up with you
to further discuss these changes, as it specifically applies to your partnership.

Changes At A Glance

Our new program offers four distinct tracks that align with our objectives for spiritual and educational
formation. We designed these learning paths after careful analysis of student priorities and goals, as well as
course workload and length, the likelihood of certificate completion, and overall enrollment trends. These new
educational paths are designed to be clear, achievable, and useful. We are phasing out our current certificate
program and replacing it with the following tracks:

1. The Formation Certificate: Dynamics of Biblical Change and Helping Relationships

(This track is recommended for those invested in discipleship who would like an introduction to CCEF’s
practical theology of personal growth and relational wisdom.)

2. The Essentials of Biblical Counseling Certificate (available after completion of the Formation
Certificate): Human Personality, Counseling in the Local Church, Scripture for Life and Ministry,
Everyday Problems in Counseling, and a summative project. Each course will soon incorporate
counseling observation elements.

(This track is recommended for those who are increasingly helping others in the areas of sin and suffering and
want additional training to gain a fuller framework of biblical counseling ministry.)

3. Enroll in Westminster Theological Seminary’s Master’s of Arts in Counseling (MAC) degree,
offered in partnership with CCEF: Enroll as a degree student in the Masters of Arts in Counseling
(which combines a robust theological education with 39 credits of CCEF counseling coursework,
including a capstone practicum course led by CCEF faculty).

(This track is recommended for those who are already involved in or are pursuing vocational-level biblical



counseling training—those for whom biblical counseling is a primary calling and who are likely to derive their
livelihood from it.)

4. Apply for the SBC continuing education program offered in partnership with the MAC degree
program: Students will apply through SBC to be considered for a selective continuing education
program that provides some access to MAC counseling courses. This program will launch no later
than January 2024.

(This track, like track #3, is also recommended for those pursuing vocational-level biblical counseling training
but who for various reasons do not wish to or are not able to complete the MAC.)

All incoming SBC students will be required to follow the new curriculum requirements as of 2022. Current
students have the option of switching now to the new curriculum or completing a current certificate by the
end of 2023. See “Your Options” below for more information.

Effective January 2022, we will be moving to a 10-week, four-term schedule. To provide as many
opportunities as possible for students to complete coursework in the current program, we plan to offer most of
our courses each term for the next five terms (January 2022-January 2023). See academic calendar below for
details.

Phasing Out the Current Certificate Course Program

The following courses will not be part of the two new CCEF certificate tracks:
● Marriage Counseling
● Counseling and Physiology
● Theology and Secular Psychology
● Counseling Problems and Procedures
● Counseling Children and Adolescents
● Counseling Observation (Welch)
● Counseling Observation (Emlet)
● Case Study Seminar
● Protecting the Vulnerable
● Counseling Abusive Marriages

We will offer these courses through the January 2023 term. This means that current students have five
remaining terms to register for the courses listed above for credit or non-credit (if non-credit is applicable).
However, to provide additional time, students who are working towards a certificate and have two
courses or fewer remaining may complete independent studies of their remaining courses between
March 2023-December 2023. Students who enroll in an independent study will be placed in a Canvas course
and submit required coursework, which a Recitation Instructor will review to determine certificate eligibility.
SBC will provide details about how to enroll in an independent study by late 2022.
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Your Options

New Students:
All students beginning in January 2022 and later will follow the Formation and/or new Essentials of Biblical
Counseling curriculum requirements. Between January 2022 and January 2023, incoming students will only
be permitted to take courses outside of their track if space permits.

Current Students:
Current students will have the following options available beginning in January 2022. Please select in your
questionnaire which option you plan to pursue:

1. Grandfather immediately into the new Formation or Essentials of Biblical Counseling Certificate (see
“Grandfathering Into the New Curriculum” below for details).

2. Continue working between now and the end of 2023 towards a certificate in our current program.
3. Continue taking any course (credit or non-credit) in the current curriculum, but not for the goal of

earning a certificate.
4. Transfer into the Masters of Arts in Counseling (MAC) degree at Westminster Theological Seminary

(WTS) as a degree student OR
5. Pursue continuing education through SBC’s forthcoming program (see “WTS MAC” below for details).

Planning Your 2022 and 2023 Coursework

Our desire is to best serve you with planning out your coursework in light of these changes. To best assist you,
please complete this SBC Course and Certificate Planning Questionnaire by September 30th at the latest:
https://forms.gle/GCS6prmD2YXzSSUr6 (Please click on the link, or copy and paste it into your internet
browser). Our Student Services team is ready to support and assist you with your certificate planning and
advising! If you are interested in scheduling an advisory appointment with one of our Student Services
representatives, please select “Yes” to the last question in the SBC Course and Planning Questionnaire.

To provide students with additional time to seek course planning assistance from Student Services, we have
delayed the opening of our January 2022 term registration (originally set for October 1) until October
15. You will receive an email from Student Services when registration opens. Our official schedule of course
offerings for 2022 will be posted on our registration page by the time registration opens.

Grandfathering into the New Curriculum

For new students beginning January 2022 or later:
As noted above, new students will follow the new curriculum requirements. All new students will begin with
Dynamics of Biblical Change, the first course in the Formations Program. Students may choose to continue
with the Essentials of Biblical Counseling Certificate after completing Dynamics of Biblical Change and
Helping Relationships. New students may take courses outside of their certificate track between January
2022-January 2023 only if space permits.
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For current students:
Current students are welcome to switch now to either the Formation or Foundation certificate track. Students
who switch to the new curriculum and have already completed both Dynamics of Biblical Change and
Helping Relationships will qualify to receive the Formation Certificate.

Counseling Problems and Procedures can be accepted towards the new Everyday Problems in Counseling
course requirement of the Essentials of Biblical Counseling certificate. Everyday Problems in Counseling and
the summative project will be available for registration in 2023.

We will transition all current students to either the new Formation track or Essentials of Biblical Counseling
track curriculum requirements by January 2024. After 2023, there will be no option for current students to
continue working toward the current certificates.

Options for Completing Counseling Skills & Practice Certificate

If you are interested in completing the Counseling Skills and Practice certificate, you will need to take
Counseling Children and Adolescents and a Counseling Observation. We will only offer Case Study Seminar
once in 2022. As a result, students can substitute any of the following courses for the Case Study Seminar
requirement: a second Counseling Observation course, Counseling Abusive Marriages, or Protecting the
Vulnerable.

WTS MAC

We have recently finalized a revised curriculum for the MAC to provide more hands-on training from our
faculty and additional counseling coursework for aspiring vocational counselors. If you are interested in either
enrolling in the MAC as a degree student OR in applying through CCEF to be considered for approval to take
additional counseling coursework as a non-degree student, please note this in your questionnaire so we can
assist you and keep you informed. Enrolling in the MAC or participating in our new continuing education
program will be the only ways after 2023 to access CCEF counseling coursework not included in the
Formation or Essentials of Biblical Counseling certificates.
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2022 and 2023 Academic Calendar

We will offer a January, April, July, and October term in 2022. After 2022, SBC will operate on a consistent
4-term schedule with terms offered in January, March, June, and September:

Term First Day of Class Last Day of Class

January 2022 1/5/2022 3/16/2022

April 2022 4/6/2022 6/15/2022

July 2022 7/13/2022 9/21/2022

October 2022 10/5/2022 12/14/2022

January 2023 1/2/2023 3/11/2023

March 2023 3/20/2023 5/27/2023

June 2023 6/19/2023 8/26/2023

September 2023 9/11/2023 11/18/2023

Costs

Although we are changing our program, the cost for our courses will remain the same. Please see the table of
our course tuition below:

Credit Hours Credit Non-credit

3-credit course $650 $325

2-credit course $450 $225

Timeline

Please see the following page for a timeline of key changes.

5



6


