EQUIP Equip Seminary Union
SEMINARY in partnership with

Union School of Theology (UST)
GDip and MTh postgraduate programmes

Frequently Asked Questions

For all official guidance on UST’s Learning Centre in Malaysia, please see
https://www.ust.ac.uk/location/malaysia. This Equip-written document merely summarises key
points of particular relevance to those desiring to study with UST in Malaysia through Equip. Equip
has checked its contents with UST before publication, but UST may amend their programmes at
any time.

Purpose

Why is Equip Seminary offering this programme?

Equip desires to build up the Malaysian church in depth of theological understanding, to train a
new generation of trainers, and to develop its own Malaysian faculty. The UST Learning
Community model allows Malaysians to study further at postgraduate level without leaving
Malaysia at affordable rates.

What is a “Learning Community”?

Learning Communities ... provide an affordable, flexible and accessible option for

‘ ‘ top quality theological education, putting it within the financial and geographical

reach of all who need it. The emergence of excellent online platforms makes this

possible as never before, with students engaging in studies in fully mentored, actual
communities....

Union Learning Communities (LCs) are intended to provide mutual support for distance
learning students. While teaching provision remains the remit of Union School of
Theology (UST), the Learning Community provides a context where students can access
theological resources locally, receive mentoring, and meet with others....

Each Learning Community is facilitated by a Lead Mentor, an experienced pastor /
theologian who is available to provide mentoring support to students, and to supplement
the primary delivery of teaching via digital environments. Lead Mentors are fully initiated
and integrated into Union’s culture and systems in order to ensure parity of experience
between LC and Ministry Centre students....

Union Learning Communities create an environment for spiritual, theological and
ministry growth. Students combine their studies with church-centred ministry, reflecting
on practice, and learning in community.”’

TUST, “An Introduction to Learning Communities - Information Booklet,” May 2023, 3.
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Is this a replacement for or competitor to existing Malaysian seminaries, including Equip?

Principally no, because the UST programmes are only available in Malaysia to those who have
already completed a theological degree. Nevertheless, it does provide another option for
Malaysians seeking postgraduate theological study.

Why does Equip not run its own GDip and/or MTh programme?

Equip does not expect to offer study beyond MDiv in the medium term. Equip is also running UST’s
programmes to develop future faculty.

Why partner with UST?

UST offers world-class biblical training consistent with Equip’s core values. UST’s LC model
allows Malaysians to access its programmes without leaving Malaysia at affordable rates. In
Equip’s opinion, UST’s combination of quality and accessibility is unique.

How are responsibilities split between UST and Equip?

UST is responsible for all aspects of both GDip and MTh programmes; both are accredited to UK
standards. Students are registered with and pay all tuition fees directly to UST. Equip provides a
physical environment for classes and the aforementioned mentor support. While students have
access to UST’s digital resources, Equip’s library intends to stock those physical volumes
required for UST’s taught classes.

Is this yet another “western” study option irrelevant to Asian students?

Equip believes the Western/Asian dichotomy is often overstated; far more important is whether
any theological programme is robustly biblical. In any case, UST’s LC model permits the best of
both worlds: students are taught by world-class lecturers in the context of a Malaysian peer-
group community and mentored by experienced local tutors.?

Programme Details

Why offer both a GDip and MTh? What is the difference?

UST’s Graduate Diploma (GDip) in Theology is equivalent to the final year of a UK honours degree
in theology. It covers “all the essential bases of theological education in biblical studies,
theological studies and ministerial practice within a Reformed evangelical framework”.? It is an
ideal programme for a Malaysian theological graduate who wishes to supplement previous study
and/or access the UST MTh programme.

2 UST is currently developing a “Christian Theology of Religions and Global Mission” MTh module.
However, Equip understands that no decision will be taken whether it will be offered through LCs until after
its second trial outing in 2026.

8 UST, “Introduction to LCs,” 5.
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UST’s Master of Theology (MTh) in Scripture & Theology is an advanced specialist degree that
equips “students to deal critically and creatively with complex issues in theology and ministry
practice.” It is an ideal programme for Malaysian ministry leaders who wish to dig deeper and be
equipped to teach and train others.® We intend it to become the normal entry point into Equip’s
faculty development programme.

Who awards the degrees?

Both UST’s GDip and MTh are UK accredited degrees and awarded through UST’s partnership with
the UK’s Open University.

How will the GDip programme be delivered?

The UST GDip is offered part time only, one day (c. 6 hours) of classes [Thursday] per week at
Equip Seminary’s premises in Petaling Jaya, so students can continue with their ministry in
Malaysia. Each class-hour consists of watching a recorded 20-30 minute lecture together
followed by a tutor-facilitated group exercise and/or discussion.

The Equip LC will offer the GDip modules on rotation basis for students to complete their studies
in two years. UST’s academic year comprises two semesters—Semester 1 is mid-September to
mid-December and Semester 2 is late January to May—of 11 teaching weeks and one revision
week before exams. “Students ... will typically need to reserve 20-25 hours per week for their
studies, which includes the time spent together.”®

What will | study on the GDip?

Students take six modules in total - three compulsory and three of their choice
from the other module options. The Independent writing project counts as one of

the six modules, and can be focused in any of the three strands of study. Students
... [also] need to take at least one Ministry Practice module.”’

Biblical Studies Theological Studies Ministry Practice
Old Testament Christian Theology Preaching & Pastoral Theology
(compulsory) (compulsory)
New Testament Major Theologians in Church | Church & Mission
(compulsory) History
Children’s, Youth & Family Ministry
Independent writing project

The GDip through Equip’s LC will not include biblical languages. Instead, students may enrol with
Equip’s existing in-person language offerings in order to qualify for further language study with
UST at MTh level.

4 UST, “Introduction to LCs,” 7.

5 For further details, see https://www.ust.ac.uk/mth-lc.
8 UST, “Introduction to LCs,” 5.

7 For further details, see https://www.ust.ac.uk/gdip.

3 Last Revised: 29 Oct 2025


https://www.ust.ac.uk/mth-lc
https://www.ust.ac.uk/gdip

How will the MTh programme be delivered?

The MTh is offered part time only through one-week intensives at Equip Seminary’s premises in
Petaling Jaya during UST’s two-week teaching window in January, March and September. UST
typically publish assignment titles in the middle weekend of the teaching window and they must
be submitted to UST 7 weeks afterwards. All UST LCs offer the same six taught modules on a 2-
year rotation schedule. Students may enrol at any point.

What will | study on the MTh?

Biblical Studies Theological Studies Ministry Practice

Union with Christ: A Scripture and Hermeneutics Preaching and Preachers
Biblical Theology Approach | (compulsory)

Theology of the Early Church Spiritual Formation of the
Fathers Leader

Soteriology of the Reformation

Subject to UST’s approval and scheduling availability, students may substitute one of the non-
compulsory modules per year of study for one of these alternatives:

Biblical Studies Theological Studies Ministry Practice

OT Studies: Psalms History and Theology of Christian Theology of Religions
Evangelicalism and Global Mission

OT Studies: Ezekiel Biblical Counselling and Care in

the Local Church

Hebrew Reading: Narrative
and Poetry

Advanced Hebrew Reading

Greek Reading

Advanced Greek Reading

Biblical language modules are taught over three intensive weeks either in person at UST’s Ministry
Centre or via Zoom, and have an entrance test. The other alternates are available only in person
at UST’s Ministry Centre, and students will need to meet their own travel and accommodation
costs.

After completing six taught modules, students have one calendar year to complete a 15,000 word
dissertation on an approved topic.

Is there an online option for either the GDip or MTh?

No. Both programmes are accessed in person at Equip Seminary’s premises in SS2, Petaling Jaya.
UST (and Equip) believe that good seminary education and training must be relational not merely
individualistic. UST students learn in the context of a physical community, learning also from
regular interactions with local mentors and each other.

When will Equip LC launch the programmes?

Equip aims to launch the MTh in January 2026 and the GDip in September 2026. Both
programmes will need at least three or four students to commence.
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Who will tutor me at Equip?

Equip LC’s lead tutor/mentor will be Dr Paul Thompson, seminary principal and a UST alumnus.
He will be assisted by Rev Dr Tan Kay Hoe and Rev Dr Ong Meng Chai.

Can | slow down my studies?

Not normally, except in genuine cases of both unforeseen and exceptional circumstances as
determined by UST.

Can | have an extension to my assignment deadline?

No, unless evidence is provided of ill-health that genuinely prevents a student from studying. UK
institutions, such as UST, are much stricter than some Malaysian institutions.

Admission

Who decides on admissions: UST or Equip?

UST. While potential students should discuss their application with Equip in advance, all
applications are made direct to UST using their application form.8

Must | take the GDip before the MTh?

Yes, unless UST can be satisfied that your seminary degree is of equivalent standard to a three-
year UK theology degree.® It is anticipated that most Malaysian seminary graduates will need to
complete the GDip first. Exceptional students seeking a waiver will typically be required to submit
evidence of their degree’s breadth and depth, and demonstrate ability in critical thinking through
a diagnostic essay.™

8 Available at https://www.ust.ac.uk/admissions/apply.

9 Unlike Malaysia and USA, UK educational institutions do not distinguish between an MDiv and an
BTh; to the UK they are both first degrees in theology,

0 UST willevaluate all applicants on a case-by-case basis. Equip Seminary has negotiated a waiver
for its internal MDiv and BTh graduates who have completed a thesis and have a GPA of 3.0 or above.
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Additional admission requirements?

UST charges an application fee of GBP£50 (RM 289 as of 11 Apr 2025™).

Malaysian GDip students must have a first degree in theology."® Equip recommends all external
students first take and pass its Study Skills and Exegesis & Hermeneutics degree subjects.®

AlLUST applicants, unless they are either from or have previously completed an English-medium
degree in the UK, USA or Australia,™ will also need to supply evidence of their English ability
through a valid IELTS test score from an approved centre of 6.0 for GDip or 6.5 for MTh and have a
minimum of 6.0 in all categories.™

Are non-Malaysians allowed?

Yes, provided students accept sole responsibility to obtain whatever visa may be required. Equip
LC does not offer an online option. UST also require Equip to report on in-person attendance.
When is the admission deadline?

UST application deadline is two months before the desired entry point. Currently the GDip has
only one entry point in September each year. The MTh may be commenced with any intensive
module.

Finance

UK tuition is very expense; is there a discount for Malaysians?

UST graciously offers scholarship to those from lower income countries. For Malaysians in
Malaysia, this scholarship currently amounts to a 70% reduction off tuition fees.’® UST also
graciously offers this scholarship to those non-citizens who are long-term residents, engaged in
ongoing ministry in Malaysia and supported financially by the Malaysian church.

Who do | pay? UST or Equip?

All students pay UST direct in UK pounds sterling and are liable for any exchange rate fluctuations.

Since Equip LC does not receive any funds from UST, Equip asks students to contribute
separately to its costs in providing mentoring support and a physical library. This rate has been
fixed at an additional 10% (tuition) or 5% (dissertation) of whatever fees they pay to UST after any
scholarship.

" Exchange rate then £1=RM5.7894; conversions are rounded to the nearest ringgit.

2 While UST does not require UK students’ first degree to be in theology, Equip requires this from
Malaysia students. The UST GDip programme through Equip is not intended to be a substitute for a
theological degree from a Malaysian seminary.

3 This is since UST no longer offers an English-language exegesis subject as part of its GDip.

14 For the full list of United Kingdom Visa and Immigration’s (UKVI) approved countries, see
https://www.gov.uk/student-visa/knowledge-of-english; neither Malaysia nor any other SE Asia country is
included.

S For the list of UKVI approved test centres in Malaysia, see https://ielts.org/test-centres?country=
mys&city=all&ukvi=true&expanded=false.

8 Subject to revision should Malaysian income levels rise in relative terms.
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How much will the GDip cost?

For 2025/26, fees (payable annually) are:

UST cost After MYR equivalent | Contribution
(GBP) scholarship (as of 11 Apr to Equip
(GBP) 2025)
Per taught module £1,170 £351 RM2,032 RM203
Annual tuition cost £3,510 £1,053 RM6,096 RM610
Annual Digital Services Fee'” | £175 £175" RM1,013 N/A
Total cost (over 2 years) £7,370 £2,456 RM14,219 RM1,219

UST’s fees typically increase by the rate of UK inflation each year."®

How much will the MTh cost?

For 2025/26, fees (payable annually per number of registered modules) are:

UST cost After MYR equivalent | Contribution
(GBP) scholarship (as of 11 Apr to Equip
(GBP) 2025)

Per taught module £855 £257 RM1,488 RM149

Cost of all 6 taught modules | £5,130 £1,539 RM8,910 RM891
Dissertation fee £2,565 £770 RM4,458 RM223
Annual Digital Services Fee®* | £175 £175% RM1,013 N/A

Total cost (over 3 years) £8,220 £2,834 RM16,407 RM1,114

UST’s fees typically increase by the rate of UK inflation each year.??

Does Equip offer any further scholarship?

No.

Others?

Please reach out to Dr Paul Thompson (paul.t@kvbcequip.org or +60 19 898 6509). He can confer

with UST if necessary.

7 Covers UST’s systems, platforms and digital subscriptions; and is chargeable for every year of

registration.

8 Ineligible for any scholarship.
19 For further details, including UST’s terms and conditions, see https://www.ust.ac.uk/students/

fees-funding.

20 Covers UST’s systems, platforms and digital subscriptions; and is chargeable for every year of

registration.

2 Ineligible for any scholarship.
22 For further details, including UST’s terms and conditions, see https://www.ust.ac.uk/students/

fees-funding.
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